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• Rambo XL (glyphosate) 
• Mixture B 
• Speedline Pro 
• Captan 83 
• Relva Liquid (propyzamide) 
• Relva Granules    

• Forester C (Pine Weevil Control) 
• Blu-Mark (Spray Indicator) 
• Felco Pruning Shears 
• Tree Ties 
• Max Tapener Products 
• Hi-Pex Ground Cover

 

FULL PRODUCT LISTING AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

Unichem Ltd., The Ward, Co. Dublin. 
Tel: 01 835 1499  Fax: 01 835 1284  

Email: sales@unichem.ie

• InjectorDos Pro injection system (for Japanese Knotweed Control)
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An overview of wood fibre use in Ireland (2017)

Table 1: Area of new forests planted in the Republic of  
Ireland by area and by ownership (2013-2017). 

Data sources: The data contained in this overview have been compiled from the UNECE Forestry and Timber 
Market Statement for Ireland (2018), the UNECE Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE) for Ireland (2018) and 
from the EUROSTAT Joint Forest Sector Questionnaire (JFSQ) for Ireland (2018). These reports were compiled 
on behalf of the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine by drima marketing. 
 
Figure 1 has been provided to ITGA by COFORD, Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. It is taken 
from the annual Woodflow published by COFORD, which is based on annual data provided to the Joint Forest 
Sector Questionnaire (JFSQ) and the annual Joint Wood Energy Enquiry (JWEE).The figure and the accompanying 
data are copyright to the Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine. Further reproduction of the primary 
data is welcome, to be accompanied by an acknowledgement as to the primary DAFM source. The Woodflow 
can be found at www.coford.ie.  The roundwood production and trade data series can be downloaded from:  
http://faostat.fao.org/beta/en/#data/FO 

Private forest estate 
In 2017, the private sector planted 5,536 ha of new forest in 
Ireland (Table1), bringing forest cover in Ireland to 770,020 
hectares, some 11% of Ireland’s land area. 

Afforestation in the Republic of Ireland is dominated by the 
private sector (Table 1). Since 1990, 324,000 ha of forest have 
been added to Ireland’s forest estate, 83% of which has been 
planted by the private sector. Over half (50.8%) of forests in 
the Republic of Ireland are in public ownership, with the 
remainder (49.2%) in private ownership. The share of private 
forests in the national forest estate has increased by over 6% 
since 2006.  
 
Sitka spruce remains the predominant species used in Irish 
forestry. It has proven to be one of the most productive 
conifers in Ireland and is the mainstay in timber processing. 
 
Irish roundwood harvest 
In 2017, 3.22 million cubic metres of roundwood was available 
for processing in the Republic of Ireland, an increase of 4.3% 
on 2016. In 2017, the level of roundwood harvest in the 
private sector was 32% higher than in 2016 (Table 2). 

WE PROVIDE EXPERT ADVICE ON 

•  Forest establishment including Christmas  
    tree production. 
•  Forest management and planning. 
•  Timber valuation, sales and marketing. 
•  Harvesting, thinning, and delivery of logs. 
•  Forest grant and premium application. 
•  Forest road planning to include grant  
    application and construction. 
•  Felling licence applications.

Remember: whatever your forestry requirements… 
we can make it happen!

‘If you’re thinking of selling 
your timber give us a call for 
a free competitive quotation’

Roundwood Timber Ltd. 
Moneystown, Roundwood, Co. Wicklow 

P: (0404) 45346 

  

Email: info@roundwoodtimber.ie  

Website: www.roundwoodtimber.ie 
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Ireland’s forest cover, at just 
over 11% of the land area, is 
among the lowest in Europe. 
In order to provide for a 
sustained wood harvest and 
to provide for climate change 
mitigation and other public 
goods, the policy aim is to 
increase forest cover to 18% 
by mid century. 

72



Table 2: Roundwood available for processing in the Republic of Ireland (2013-2017).

ARS Pruning Tools – Japan’s Finest since 1878 
Irish Agents: Kestrel Forestry Consultants Ltd. 
www.kestrelforestry.ie – 087 2069277
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Sources and uses of wood fibre 
Wood fibre sources for the processing and wood energy 
sectors, and residue outturn are shown in Table 3; uses are 
in Table 4. Wood residues are primarily used as a fuel for 
sawmill kilns and for process heat in the manufacture of 
wood-based panels (WBP).  

Table 3: Sources of softwood wood fibre (2013-2017).

In 2017, sawmill roundwood intake was 2.33 million m3, 
which was converted to 1.05 million m3 of sawn timber and 
0.14 million m3 of round stakes. In 2017, sawmill roundwood 
intake increased by 8.6% over 2016. 
 
In 2017, 836,000 m3 of wood-based panels (WBP) were pro-
duced from an intake of 1.51 million m3 of wood fibre, an 
increase of 8% over 2016 (Table 5). A very high proportion 
(79%) of WBP manufacture was exported (660,000 m3) to a 
value of €224 million (Table 6). WBP exports mainly com-
prised oriented strand board (OSB) and medium density 
fibreboard (MDF), manufactured by Masonite, Medite and 
SmartPly. Key export markets were the UK and the Benelux 
countries. 
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EXPERTS IN PLANTATION SALES

•   DEVELOPED FOR THE FORESTRY MARKET 

•   CAN BE USED IN DAMP AND FROSTY CONDITIONS 

•   NO CFC’S OR LEAD IN PAINT 

•   VERY HIGH VISIBILITY/LUMINOSITY 

•   AVAILABLE IN SIX COLOURS PLUS WHITE & BLACK 

•   DOZEN X 500ML CANS PER BOX

AVAILABLE FROM 
KESTREL FORESTRY CONSULTANTS LTD. 
COOLGREANY, CO. WEXFORD 

www.kestrelforestry.ie 
Tel: 087 2969277

TREE MARKING PAINT

Figure 1: Estimated woodflow for the Republic of Ireland for 2017 (000 m3 overbark).

Woodflow for the Republic of Ireland in 2017 
In 2017, 3.24 million cubic metres of softwood roundwood was processed in the Republic 
of Ireland (Figure 1). 
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Estimated roundwood supply and demand to 2035 
In 2016, COFORD published its All Ireland Roundwood 
Production Forecast 2016-2035.  This is a net realisable (NRV) 
forecast i.e. showing the potential roundwood harvest net of 
harvest losses. This forecast shows that over the period 2016-
2035, that roundwood production from Irish forests is 
forecast to double from 3.96 million cubic metres in 2016 to 
7.90 million cubic metres in 2035 (Table 6). Almost all of this 
increase is expected to come from the private forest sector.  

Table 5: Volume and value of  
the domestic firewood  
market in the Republic  
of Ireland (2013- 
2017). 

Firewood (2017) 
In 2017, 239,000 m3 of firewood 
was used in the Republic of 
Ireland to a value of €35 million, 
showing that it is providing a 
steady and a growing market for 
first thinnings (Table 5). In 
addition, firewood is also 
harvested by forest owners for 
their own use.

Table 4: Uses of softwood fibre (2013-2017). 

Table 6: Forecast of potential net realisable volume (NRV)  
production from the forests in the Republic of Ireland  
by assortment category (2016-2035).
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Sawmill output (2017) 
In 2017, sawmill roundwood intake was 2.33 million m3, which 
was converted to 1.05 million m3 of sawn timber and 0.14 
million m3 of round stakes (Table 7). In 2017, sawmill 
roundwood intake increased by 8.6% over 2016. The sawn 
timber products which are produced by Irish sawmills serve 
three main markets: construction/structural, pallet/packaging 
and fencing/outdoor.  Estimated sawn timber output from 
2013-2017 is in Table 7. 
 

The COFORD report Mobilising Ireland’s forest resource 
estimates that by 2020, the demand for roundwood in the 
Republic of Ireland is set to increase to 4.67 M m3. This 
forecast is currently under review by the COFORD 
Roundwood Production Forecasting and Wood Mobilisation 
Group. The Report of the Group is expected to be published 
in late 2018.

During 2017, consumption of sawn timber in the Republic of 
Ireland increased by 2.8% over 2016. In 2017, 43% of the Irish 
market for sawn softwood timber was supplied by domestic 
production with the balance being imported. However, over 
the same period, only 17% of the Irish market for sawn 
hardwood was supplied domestically (Table 8). 

Table 7: Estimated sawn timber output by product in the Republic of Ireland (2013-2017).

Table 8: Self-sufficiency in sawnwood (2013-2017).
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Wood residue use (2017) 
Over the period 2016-2017, the production of wood 
residues increased by 10.1%. These include sawmill and 
wood-based panel residues (Table 9). 

Table 9: Production of wood residues (2013-2017).

Panel output (2017) 
In 2017, 836,000 m3 of wood-based panels (WBP) were 
produced from an intake of 1.51 million m3 of wood fibre, an 
increase of 8% on 2016.  A very high proportion (79%) of 
WBP manufacture was exported; 660,000 m3, to a value of 
€224 million (Table 10). WBP exports comprised mainly 
oriented strand board (OSB) door facings and medium 
density fibreboard (MDF); manufactured by Masonite, 
MEDITE and SMARTPLY. Key export markets were the UK 
and the Benelux countries.  

Table 10: Production and exports of wood-based panels in and from the Republic of Ireland (2013- 
2017).

SMARTPLY’s new OSB line was commissioned in April 2016. 
This allows the company to supply its OSB panels to a 
broader customer range. This line is now fully operational.
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In 2017, 836,000 m3 of wood-
based panels (WBP) were 
produced from an intake of 1.51 
million m3 of wood fibre, an 
increase of 8% on 2016. 



  
 

 
  

   

   

Blackwater Trading Estate, The Causeway,
Maldon, Essex CM9 4GG,  UK

www.tubex.com 

Maximum protection from rabbits, hare and deer

New degradable treeshelter available for 2014

The quickest and easiest treeshelter to install

Prevents damage from herbicides during
spraying operations

Tubex come with pre-fitted releasable ties for easy
attachment to stakes

Unique “Tubex Laserline” perforation allows shelter
to split when tree stem size reaches shelter diameter

Boosts growth by 50-100%

The Worlds Leading Treeshelter

Advancing growth

APPOINTED IRISH STOCKIST:
Kestrel Forestry Consultants

Coolgreany, Gorey, Co. Wexford
Contact: Sean Lenihan

Tel:0402 37519 Fax:087 2069277
Email:info@kestrelforestry.ie
Web:www.kestrelforestry.ie

New degradable treeshelter now available for 2017

Maximum protection from rabbits, hare and deer

Boosts growth by 50-100%

Flared rim at top of tube to minimise stem abrasion

Prevents damage from herbicides during 
spraying operations

The quickest and easiest treeshelter to install

Tubex come with pre-fitted releasable ties for  
easy attachment to stakes

Unique “Tubex Laserline” perforation allows shelter 
to split when tree stem size reaches shelter diameter
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Table 11: Timber and paper products trade, volume and value (2013-2017).

In 2017, net imports of forest products to the Republic of 
Ireland were €185 million, largely driven by the import of pulp 
and paper products (Table 12).  

Forest products trade (2013-2017) 
In 2017, exports of forest products from the Republic of 
Ireland were €423 million, an increase of 11.3% on 2016. 
Wood-based panels accounted for €224 million, the balance 
comprising paper and sawn timber exports (Table 6). Export 
volumes of WBP and sawn timber increased by 5.1% and 8.6% 
on 2016 (Table 11). 
 
In 2017, forest products to the value of €608 million were 
imported into Ireland. This trade is dominated by the 
importation of pulp, paper and paper-board products, these 
represented 63% of forest product imports.    
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In 2017, the output of the forest-based biomass energy sector 
grew by 12% over 2016 (Table 14). This increase was largely 
driven by a substantial increase in the use of wood biomass 
at Bord na Móna, Edenderry and by an increased output from 
both the wood-based panel (WBP) and sawmill sectors. 
However, over the same period, the volume of roundwood 
which was chipped in forest for wood-biomass energy use 
declined by 58%. 
 
This resulted in greenhouse gas (GHG) emission savings of 
0.99 million tonnes of carbon dioxide (CO2). Emission savings 
were up almost 30% on the 2016 level of 0.76 million tonnes 
(Table 14).  As a comparison, total GHG emissions in 2015 
were 59.9 million tonnes CO2 equivalent. 
 
Wood-biomass fuels used by the sector are shown in Table 13. 

Wood-biomass energy overview (2017) 
In 2017, 42% of the roundwood used in the Republic of 
Ireland was used for energy generation, mainly within the 
forest products sector (Table 13).  

Table 12: Overall balance of the trade in the value of  
primary forest products (2013-2017).
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In 2017, 42% of the roundwood 
used in the Republic of Ireland was 
used for energy generation, mainly 
within the forest products sector.



• Purchase Standing Timber (1st thinning to clearfell stage),  
broad leaves and softwoods 

 
•  Low Ground Pressure Haulage  

 
• Fully Insured 

 
• Suppliers of wood fuels 

 
•  Weekly Reports & Machine Printouts available on request 

 
 

-Contact us- 
Harvesting & Extraction: +353(0) 872236454 

Office:  +353(0) 870640161 
Woodfuels: +353(0) 870640161 

 Email: bts@live.ie  
Website: www.brophytimberservices.ie
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Brophy Timber 
Services
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Table 15: Renewable energy progress to targets (2010-2016).

Eoin O’Driscoll  
Consultant, drima marketing  
www.drima.com 
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Table 13:  Use of forest-based biomass and as a proportion of total roundwood harvest (2013-2017).

Table 14: Heat and electrical energy output from forest-based biomass, and associated greenhouse 
gas emissions savings (2013-2017).

In 2016, the contribution of renewable energy to gross final 
consumption (GFC) was 9.5%, compared to a 2020 target of 
16% (at the time of writing, similar data for 2017 was not 
available). This avoided 3.9 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
(CO2) emissions and saved €342 million of fossil fuel 
imports. Ireland’s progress towards meeting its renewable 
energy targets are shown in Table 15. 


